BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service ~ $38 Bank Street 
rt ee eee 


Vol. XVIII November 1, 1950 


i 
MUST BOOKS 


January 7? 


Caldwell, Taylor Scribner 
THE BALANCE WHEEL $3.00 


While there is small element of surprise in the general plot pattern of Taylor 
Caldwell's novel, there is the always predictable authenticity of period and regional de- 
tail which gives the reader a sense of recognition and participation- sure factors in her 
popularity. She has turned again to an industrial background for a story of a family dom- 
inated industry, a plant making precision tools in a Pennsylvania town in 1913 - and has 
built her plot around conflicts within the family. Four brothers - two of them active in 
the plant: Charles, steady-going, "the balance wheel"- idealistic, living wholly in his 
adored only son Jim and in memories of his dead wife; the second, ambitious, unscrupulous, 
a social climber, one of whose daughters is in love with Jim; a third brother, aesthete and 
perfectionist, married to a woman with whom Charles had once been in love; and the youngest, 
uncouth, violent, with Socialistic fanaticism, who is belatedly brought into active concern 
in the plant. The struggle for power - the urge to be in on the “take” of the munitions 
industry in 1913-14 - the deliberate playing of one brother against another, these: supply 
motivation of plot, for a reasonably compact and convincing stary. The melodramatic build- 
up at the close, and the sentimental Epilogue hurt the quality of a novel that in many ways 
shows more perceptive style consciousness than its predecessors. Probably her most mature 
novel (with many of the qualities of Dynasty of Death) but not as popular in its component, 
parts. 


A DARK HORSE 


[9 


January § 


Masters, John Viking 
NIGHTRUNNERS OF BENGAL $3.00 


Of British extraction, this historical recapitulation of the mutiny in Bengal in 
1857 has a certain seriousness and substance not always common to this genre, tempers the 
imperialism of Victoria's England with the more enlightened outlook of its two main char- 
acters, subdues but does not omit the romantic salients. This is the story of Rodney Sav- 
age, whose unconditional trust in his natives obscured the early signs of unrest; Joanna, 
his wife, spoiled and self-interested; and Caroline Langford who had a sympathy for and an 
awareness of the troubled resentment of the people. With the outbreak of fire and guns, 
Joanna is bayonetted, and only Rodney, his small son, and Caroline escape to take refuge 
with the Rani who had once loved Rodney, but who had murdered her husband and sparked off 
the mutiny. Escaping a second massacre, Rodney and Caroline finally make their way back 
to the British and in the bloody battle that ensues, the Rani is finally defeated. "The 
noon of courage and the midnight of barbarism" of an incident which was prophetic of the 
severance to come, this is based on contemporary reports and letters but forfeits little 
of the danger and the drama. 


Nameworthy, Noteworthy 


There's a new- and soberer Saroyan= ROCK WAGRAM (Doubleday); a monologue in fictional form 
from Philip Wylie- THE DISAPPEARANCE (Rinehart) for an inveterate audience; a popular, not 
a period, novel from Anya Seton- FOXFIRE (Houghton, Mifflin); and for the more select, a 
new Angus Wilson- SUCH DARLING DODOS (Morrow). See below for reports. 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


November 22 


Molloy, Robert Lippincott 
POUND FOOLISH $3.00 


A novel of manners with regional (Charleston) details; a period piece in mood 
though the time is shortly before World War I. For the Lemays were poverty-proud, and 
Henri lived in a somewhat moldy past which brought him into opposition with Leonie, the 
niece he had struggled to raise, even to sending her to college in Baltimore. Then Leonie 
fell in love with the nephew of a traditional "enemy"- a Union sympathizer and a Protestant 
to boot, and Henri stopped at nothing to balk young Calvert's suit. The pace of story is 
leisurely, the conflicts external rather than internal, and the end result is a quite charm- 
ing but rather static story of frustrated young love attempting to stand firm amid the 
relics of Charleston's decaying gentility. 


December 1 


Bowles, Paul Random House 
THE DELICATE PREY $3.00 


Following The Sheltering Sky, which caused a literary furor and had a popular suc- 
cess as well last spring, this is a collection of short stories in which a rarefied, "twit- 
tering machine" brutality is coupled with a tactile sense of place and atmosphere for a 
group of characters in unmercifully close contact. On the circumference, there is always 
a@ macabre exterior decoration of giant crabs and spiders, of hot nights and nightmare 
noises. The Delicate Prey is a masterful creation of a flat desert and an unprecedented 
torture scene which works its way up through and past insanity. Call at Corazon describes 
a night journey through a narrow canal during which a man loses his alcoholic wife. In 
Colombo, a young student, Aileen, directs her hostility at her mother's lover, a woman. 

In The Fourth Day out from Santa Cruz a lonely sailor establishes his rapport with the crew 
by torturing a bird; and there is the boy who disrupts a village by his assiduous homesexu- 
al acts, & man who acts out a dream in which he kills, a professor whose tongue is cut out, 
etc. etc. Horrific, unpleasant, sadistic, these stories just avoid the deep end, but are 
unqualifyingly talented. For a special audience. 


January 2 


Flannagan, Katherine Mary Coward-McCann 
THE FAITH OF MRS. KELLEEN $3.00 


The original Mrs. Mike tells a story from her Irish background, of her great-aunt, 
Honora, whose belief in her son's innocence of the charge of murder lasted beyond her death. 
For in the Connaught Province of West Ireland, 80 years back, Rory Kelleen was accused, and 
convicted, of a killing, sent to Spike Island by Judge Doherty in spite of his mother's 
pitiful attempts to avert the decision of the trial, to free him once he was sentenced. 
Throughout the years Honora never faltered in her faith, passed it on to Mary Ellen, whom 
Rory loved, and when, after she had lost her home and suffered the ill-treatment of the 
workhouse, she died, sure that truth would triumph, it was Mary Ellen who helped to un- 
earth the old story. Forced to go to America by her parents, Mary Ellen was still the 
guiding spirit of the search for the real killer, and was on-hand when Rory was finally 
given his freedom. A sentimental tale, insistent on the power of love, this emphasizes 
the fight of the little people against evil forces, and hangs hard on the heart strings. 


Saroyan, William i a Doubleday 
ROCK WAGRAM 3/ /» $3.00 


A fast-flashing montage of a screen star's life, this shows Rock Wagram at two 
stages of his career, before he enters the Army in 1942, and in 1950, when the marriage, 
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of which he had dreamed so much, has completely smashed. For, earlier, in his drive to the 
West Coast, he had only Ann Ford on his mind, and how much he wanted her, but there was 
time to remenber his Armenian heritage and his comfortable relatives, the start of his 
career when Paul Key spotted him for his happy and arrogant bar-tending and took him from 
Fresno to crash the moving-picture box-office so that at 33 he is a valuable property and 

@ recognized success. And with his family reunion, he persuades Ann to marry him. In 
1950, he knows her to be a liar and a phony but decides to go back to work to supply her 
with the money she demands for their son and daughter, is thrown off base by his mother's 
death, later Paul Key's, and eventually does make his return to Hollywood. The old Saroyan 
touches of loving pity, self-hypnosis with philosophies and ideas about love, life, man and 
success, this marks a soberer approach to a more mature subject. 


January 2 


Macrae-Smith 


Colver, Alice Ross 
THE PARSON $2.50 

A story of small town life which reflects with greater seriousness than is usually 
found in this medium the attempt to equalize social attitudes as it is made by Dr. Barth 
Attwood, a minister who saw beyond the confines of his church, and young Don Kent, a teach- 
er. It is the Parson's friendship with Don's sister and brother-in-law, unconventional and 
non-church-going, which first provokes spiteful suspicion in the town which increases when 
Anne, the Parson's daughter, turns down the son of a leading family, for Don. And although 
Don retains his teaching contract only through the support of his students, the Parson 
loses his church in his struggle to bring a new concept of unity and democracy to his par- 
ish, but makes his mark in so doing. Some credible and compatible characterization gives 


this stamina in its class which is largely rental. 
January 3 


Challis, George Harper 
THE BAIT AND THE TRAP $2.50 


Dependable and colorful romanticized history, in a story of adventure under the 
Sforza and Borgia banners. In the game for power, Cesare Borgia, with his two famous ad- 
visors, his poisoner and the young Machiavelli, was overrunning Italy. The Countess Sforza 
was almost as insatiable in her greed and arrogance. And red-headed Tizzo, almost invul- 
nerable with his famous ax and ready wit, was almost caught by both. But his father's | 
staunch support, his sweetheart's courage and imagination, bring him through successive 
close calls as he plays one enemy against the other. Challis is at ease in period escape 
reading and has built a predictable audience. 


Sanford, Agnes Mary Lippincott 
OH, WATCHMAN: $2.50 


This is not an easy book to present, for on the one hand it is sure to find a 
waiting public to whom the spiritual message will be of constructive value, while on the 
other hand some readers, who start reading it thinking it a straight novel, will feel that 
the message takes precedence over the story. The central figure is a veteran, who after 
months in a hospital, trying to save a shattered leg from amputation, is home, feeling 
himself ready for a normal life only to face a return to the hospital. The anti-climax is 
too much for him; he sinks deeper into despair, his girl lets him down; and he tries to 
take his own life. Only the,at first abortive efforts of a fellow sufferer and a Grey Lady 
pull him out- with a sort of faith healing - which he in turn applies to others in a chain 
which has its weak links. The ultimate miracle is a little hard to believe but brings the 
romance to a fitting end. The significance of the idea carries over, and for those who are 
ready for it, is self-applicable. But the manner of the telling is sometimes artificial, 
and the characters- particularly the Grey Lady and the Jewish boy who has made the system 
his own- are almost too good to be true. A book to watch, however, and one which has con- 
structive power. 











‘Reasonably readable, rentable. 


blind; ex-Intelligence Colonel Mathieson and his wife; war correspondent Crane and Julie 
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January 3 
Wickham, Mary Fanning Lippincott 
THE PETRIFIED GESTURE $2.75 



































In a fairly tremulous treatment, this commutes between Philadelphia and Charles! 1, 
and to the magnolia-scented memories of the latter another Camille returns, knowing that sh 
is soon to die. There she experiences a passionate affair with a young cousin, Louis Gi- 
ronde, and returning to Philadelphia, executes her large estate so that part of it will es- 
tablish a research station which Louis will head up. Summoned to Philadelphia, Louis, a 
free spirit- emotionally, occupationally, jeopardizes his new post and falls in love with 
Lucy, who had until then refused to marry Henry, Camille's nephew. But although attracted 
to Louis, Lucy soon recognizes his instability, recognizes Henry's more solid values, while 
Camille returns to Charleston to die alone. Watch out for soft shoulders. 


Bartlett, J. B. Morrow 
CRY ABOVE THE WINDS $3.00 


A return to the romantic past in a story of the early California missions when 
they faced the persecution of Mexican rule, and of Timothy La Motte, a Bostonian, who came 
to Monterey to trade and stayed on as the friend of Don Carlos Cataloni. Timothy is caught 
between his feelings for Mariana, Don Carlos's daughter, impudently imperious, and the more 
serious charms of Carmelita, half Indian, half Spanish, Don Carlos’ ward. Carmelita, de- i} 
voted to the Padre who had reared her, cannot escape the leering eye of a Mexican command- i 
ante. The Padre, whose mission is almost ruined by drought, sees his struggle to restore | 
the missions lost when they are "liberated". And finally Timothy, recognizing that his love 
is Carmelita, goes to her rescue at the Mission where she has attended the dying Padre... 


January 8 


Bates, H. E. Little, Brown 
THE SCARLET SWORD $2<75 
re 
Reminiscent of The Jacaranda Tree, this is again a story of English colonials 
undergoing a hopeless, horrifying experience when an English mission in Kashmir is caught -a 
in a tribal war. And also again, there is the particular quality of this country, its : 
majesty, its monotony, its "enchanting distances always resolving into .ugly realities”, | 
its isolation which is now broken by unsuspected violence. Only vaguely individuated are 
the few men and women at the Mission; Father Simpson, gentle, anxious, politically pur- 


whom he loves; Greta Baretta, an Anglo-Indian doctor. For them all is the exposure to rape 
and torture in a sequence of terror in which the Colonel loses his wife- and his mind, { 
Julie loses her mother and is herself wounded, Greta's husband is killed, until the few 

that are left receive relief. For his audience, there is again the compassion, the occas- 
ional irony, the suggestive styling, if in this book a less direct involvement or impact. 


January 10 


Wilson, Angus Morrow 
SUCH DARLING DODOS $2.50 


A second showing by the author of last spring's critical success, fhe Wrong Set, 
this new collection of short pieces again moves through some shabby, seedy if conventional 
circles, extracts from briefly circumscribed situations an irony which is not without a 
tragic awareness. There is, in Xex Imperator, a man whose dependent relatives drive him 
to a cruelty which finds its revengeful release; in the title story, the sad exposure of 
two sentimental socialists of the past through the eyes of some young moderns; the spinster 
who is haunted by an imaginary, sickly, squalid child- who submits to spiritists and the 
analyst's couch before her final retreat into madness; the youngster who knows he is unwant- 
ed; the servitude of a family to an old servant; etc. etc. These scenes, which are needle- 
sharp in their awareness of recognized if unadmissible realities, cast their social reflec- 
tion in addition toe the personal response they provoke, and will draw a discriminating aud- 
ience. 
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January 10 


Wrightson, Peggy Morrow 
HOUSE OF GLASS $3.00 


The life of Deborah, 99 in 1947, with the present flashing back into the past, is 
revealed when the end of her days coincides with the coming of age of her beloved Sorel, 
her bastard great-granddaughter. From the day when David came to live with her family in 
1858, David made sure her way would prevail, first when she planned to have him leave, and 
then when she changed her mind and determined that no one else should have him. But David 
marries Sylvia, and Deborah, with her dream of David's being hers still intact, marries 
Edward. That she is the means of Sylvia's death, that she bears Edward's children, means 
nothing when David beckons and she goes with him to America. But Edward's loyalty and love 
offer comfort when David walks out on her and she returns to England with David's son. With 
Edward's death, again her fault, there is marriage at last to David and the friction with 
the children because her love for David's son surpasses her love for Edward's children.... 
Her last birthday is the window through which she sees the ruin her roughshod and spoiled 
actions have brought others, the gold she had ignored in her efforts to possess the dross. 
Not a womanly, but a feminine novel, this is chaise-longue reading. 


January 11 


Rinehart 


Parker, Robert 
PASSPORT TO PERIL $2.50 

Hungary, and a hornet's nest of international incidents for John Stodder, American 
abroad, who buys a passport to trace his missing brother, finds that he is traveling on the 
identity of a murdered man, Marcel Blaye. With Maria, Blaye's former secretary, Stodder 
becomes the target for the Germans and the Russians. Shot at more than once, salvaged by 
American agents, he establishes the betrayal of his brother by a woman, goes on to retrieve 
the information which has put a price on his life... A touch and go proposition which is 


strictly for the ride. 


i 
i 


Wylie, Philip Rinehart 
THE DISAPPEARANCE $3.50 


The familiar filibuster, and again strictly for shock effects in a one-man mono- 
logue which forecasts a holocaust, or possibly a hallucination, when for four years there 
is a world without women for the men, without men for the women. In particular this fea- 
tures this catastrophe through the lives of one family, Bill Gaunt, a philosopher, Paula, 
his wife, and Edwinna, their twice-divorced daughter. For the men, left to do- or not to 
do- their housework, there are graver problens of war and peace; for the women, there is 
panic and hunger and uncontrollable death, as well as the many unknowns of running banks 
and gasoline stations and the country in general. And for Mr. Wylie, there is again an 
unlimited, unlicensed indulgence in many conversational forays from Freud to Jung, to Russia, 
the atom bomb, and obviously sex and the deviations such a situation provokes, which amounts 
to little other than a re-wording of previous talking points. 


January 12 


Vaughan, Richard Dutton 
MOULDED IN EARTH . $3.00 


A heavy, stormy Welsh background is the setting for this tale of family feuding, 
pride and arrogance. For Ned Peele loves Grett Ellis in spite of their fathers' violent 
attitudes and together they decide to face the fury that their decision to marry will rouse. 
Ned is right-handed by his older brother, Justin, who, alone, is able to defy not only 
Grett's trigger-tempered brother but also his own coldly goading Father, and who, through 
his control of the impossible situation, sees the wedding through. But it is Justin's own 
pride in his strength that brings about his end, as he tries to save Grett's brother from 
a maddened bull, so that the feud is buried with the two first-borns of the families. A tale 
of changing times, when the younger groups are leaving for the mines, when the church and 
the smithy, although still the center of the communities, are losing their pull, when the 
roots in the soil are loosening - this conveys a sense of the past along with a feeling of 
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January 12 


Kirby, Stella Viking 


CELESTIAL ESCAPADE $2.75 = 


Light in tone, but with more ballast in content than you might expect, is this 
comedy of manners, of the winter of '49 in Hong Kong, before the Communists came to Shang- 
hai. There is Trixie, Eurasian, spoiling for an insult, cocky because she is "white" Ralph 
Goswell's pampered mistress; Dottie Goswell, whose stroke leaves her out of the picture - 
and yet something of a victor; Ralph, whose business success is threatened by Trixie's 
voluntary (and involuntary) ability to create trouble; Ralph's sons who trail the situation 
into a crisis for Ralph's life; assorted foreigners who highlight the events in flux...And 
there is the flight to Shanghai, to sniff out the future, to save shekels and skin - and to 
come a cropper, for Ralph, with his younger son and his own dignity; for Trixie, found in 
bed with another, the chance to break clean from her past. ‘Persons with a price are 
bitingly portrayed against a knowing, foreign background of current events. 


January 22 | 


Breuer, Gustav Houghton, Mifflin 
THE SPELL $2.50 


The story of a conflict in loyalties, this uses a background of postwar Austria 
and lends a more than smooth sheen to the story of Leni von Wertheimstein, whose husband- 
Erich- a refugee- had died fighting with the Americans, and who returns with their small 
son to the homeland with which she feels more closely identified. There she falls in love 
with Conrad Brandt, a concentration camp victim, is obsessed by the attraction he exerts 
over her, marries him, and only learns his activities, but also unable to betray him, Leni 
lets the situation slide until she is faced by her first husband's closest friend- now with 
the State Department- and another American officer, is presented with Conrad's folio and 
the evidence of the appalling atrocities committed as an S.S. officer, and is saved from 
her love for him by his death. The muting of beliefs and allegiances in the face of an 
intense physical passion, this as a drama is pitched high but sustained. 

Ross, Fred E. l, Houghton, Mifflin 


JACKSON MAHAFFEY et $2575 


3.00 | 


Of the North Carolina backwoods strongholds, this concentrates on Jackson Mahaf- 
fey who "aint never been denied what he set his heart on", who has a full measure of iron 
in his system and "was mostly devil when crossed" and who is a hardshelled case when love 
trips him up. He is roused from his indolent life of cockfighting, drinking, wenching and 
fighting to win Molly who is not tolerant of these pastimes. How he steals a superb cock, 
gets a good mule by trickery, builds a mill lead up to a bad break with Molly when the mill 
opens. Even when he is safely married to her it is religion that proves another stumbling 
block and when he pleases her about it he nearly loses his favorite companions. When he 
determines to enter politics his campaign is ruthless and winds up not only in victory but 
also in paternity. A rowdy, roughhouse first person story, this Houghton Mifflin Fellow- 
ship Award is assured of a masculine audience with its quota of belly laughs and regional 
authenticity. 

a 
Seton, Anya '|2 Houghton, Mifflin 
FOXFIRE $3.00 
* The attractive assets of 7he Turquoise, Dragonwyck, etc., transferred to a con- 
temporary novel of a marriage which exacts some spartan readjustment and realignment for 
Amanda, from a sheltered, social eastern background, who marries Dart, a mining engineer 
of part Apache ancestry. For Amanda, there is the difficulty of living in a shack ina 
depression mining town, of facing the only dubious democracy of the people there, and of 
finding her loneliness by no means softened by Dart, often unapproachable and absorbed by 
his troubles at the mine. Things go badly for both of them when Dart almost loses his life, 
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then his job, Amanda loses her baby, and after these embittering experiences Dart agrees to 
search for a lost Indian mine, tabooed and inviolable, which offers a legendary lure of gold. 
But in so doing, the third member of their expedition is killed, Dart is wounded, the fox- 
fire peters out, but gives Amanda and Dart a chance to salvage their marriage... The drama- 
tic momentum here, the situation which sharpens sympathy, should make this successful stuff. 


January ?7 


, O 
Thoby-Marcelin, Philippe & Pierre 3 ) | Houghton, Mifflin 


THE PENCIL OF GO $2575 
Pon SO 


A Haitian novel of a man and village mores, where the forces of the Church and 
Satan race at parallel poles for the destruction of a soul which can accept neither. Dio- 
gene Cyprien, trader in export produce, forced by the war to undertake a smaller rice husk- 
ing "business", was easygoing, unassuming, cursed with (or blessed with) a strong inclina- 
tion to happy dalliance with women. Although after the death of his mother, he became more 
faithful to his wife, when he saw the beautiful Lourdes, young daughter of the vigorous and 
sensual Commere Zeline, he made plans for an early conquest. Through an ingenious ruse, he 
achieves his object and Lourdes is pregnant. Some graveyard voodoo, instigated by Commere 
Zeline upon his wife, and a mysterious cure involve Diogene in promises to attend the heath- 
en rights in which Lourdes' son is to be "baptized". From then on the characters line up 
for the kill- his vituperative mother-in-law, armored by the Church and righteous support- 
er of the wavering priest; Commere Zeline, distrustful, eager to accept the rumors which 
rush about the village; Ti-Joseph, a young man whom Diogene had unjustly accused of being 
the father of Lourdes' baby; and always the villagers- never seen, but swarming at times of 
death to curse with the attackers the man they accuse of bargaining with the devil. At 
last rumors, death and insanity within his bewildered family destroy Diogene, and he dies 
alone and insane. Sharp characterizations, and a delicate irony in a sophisticated idyll 


of Fate and frailties. 


Kadish, M. R. Random House 


THE-RESPONSIBLES | 14 $ 72 


* The blood and mud of the Italian campaign grippingly recreated in this tour de 
Jorce account of a howitzer gun crew, from Cassino to the Alpine foothills of the North-- 
the endless waiting for senseless orders, the overcharged brutality, the bloodshot nights, 
the cold, the filthy clothing and bodies and the desperate substitutes for normal sex. Be- 
wildered and resentful, the men can't see beyond immediate circumstances and wish they 
could all go home, while the brass by and large devote their thoughts to getting ahead-- to 
the next rank-- the higher decoration. Only the harrassed, cracking lieutenant and the 
hard-bitten long-jawed sergeant of the crew retain a wellspring of decency and responsibil- 
ity that carries them through. Probably as realistic a picture of army life in the second 
great war as any yet written, reminiscent of Harry Brown's best selling A Walk In fhe Sun. 


: . Random House 
STORM CLOUD pee 1124 $3.00 


{ 
i 


Rogers, Lettie 


The author of the appealing South Of Heaven (1946) writes again of China of the 
early revolutionary days and tells the story of a girl who had become a symbol to the peo- 
ple. The year is 1927 and the young revolution has found in the Third Koo Girl the figure- 
head for its followers to honor, for she has abandoned her wealthy family to take her place 
with the peasants in their fight for land and a welfare government. But old Koo and General 
Ma are ready to return from Shanghai and the Third Koo Girl presents a problem of dynamite 
proportions. She is offered a chance to take poison, she is arrested, kidnapped from the 
prison and a body substituted for hers when the execution of her friends takes places. At 
her father's home, again a prisoner, she encounters the terrible threat of her mother's 
hideous intent of murder, for to Madame the family name. comes higher than politics. The 
Third Koo Girl escapes, finds refuge with the Eurasian doctor, Blair, (who appeared in the 
earlier book) but meets her fate when her mother's loyal bloodhounds catch up with her. Al- 
though the story is the Third Koo Girl's, the memorable thing is Madame's implacable, de- 
vious actions in spite of her seeming submission, and the inter-play and shift of emotional 
atmospheres as rumor and gossip attend the Third Koo Girl's part in the political machina- 
tions of Chinese disruption. Neither as straightforward norconcise as the earlier book, 
this still has a pull in its intimate picture of Chinese life. 
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Whelton, Paul Lippincott 
PARDON MY BLOOD $2.50 


A strenuous set-up for Garry Dean, reporter, when he is involved in the robbery 
of a Mrs. Hazlitt which later leads to the disappearance of her husband, to a tie-up at the 
racetrack, and to murder motivated by embezzlement and extortion. Some scotch, some sex, 
and one of the rougher workouts. 


December 7 


Blackburn, Tom W. Doubleday 
RATON PASS $2.50 | 


* The relentless revenge of Marc Challon against the woman he had married when he 
finds that he's lost her, and the XO ranch- pride of two generations, to a richer railroad- 
ing man. In the attempt to break his enemy, Marc finds that bitterness exacts its price in 
blood, the satisfaction of his success countered by the destruction of his home, but he is 
at last void of hatred to make a new start with a new woman. Strong stuff- and spirited too. 


Fleming, Joan Doubleday 
A DAISY CHAIN FOR SATAN $2.50 


Old Mr. Ravensden returns to his old home in England to find his nephew, Silas, 
not too happily married to Sigtunda, and, when her father dies, suspiciously, earns her 
enmity by trying to prove her guilty. She retaliates by declaring him inbane so that when 
she is killed he is in real trouble. But scandal about Sigtunda's past, and present, get 
him in the clear. Neat although not too clever. 


Knight, Kathleen Moore Doubleday 
THE SILENT PARTNER $2.50 


Florida in process of becoming a tourists' Paradise is the setting for violent 
death and plenty of false clue-ing. The "I" of the story is recalled from Wales by a friend 
of childhood days, whose letter (announcing her marriage to a much younger man) sounds a 
note of peril. The peril reveals itself in brief space of time:- the husband forgets a 
dinner party- immediately on his returning a dying man staggers into sight; alibis prove 
weak for a number of guests; threats appear; a "front" on a real estate project is killed- 
and the inquiring friend gets a terrific shock in discovering the truth. Crime Club. 


) 


December 28 


Davis, Lavinia R. / Doubleday 
REFERENCE TO DEATH $2.50 

The inquiry into the death of a librarian as it is undertaken by elderly, ex-In- 
telligence Beau Bancroft, and as it leads back to the accident many years ago which took 
the life of his closest friend. The correlation between the two in a book- now missing- 
which held the answer, the romance and the fortune which are involved, these make up a 
narrative which is not too unnerving. Ladylike. 


December 28 


Reed, Eliot | Doubleday 
SKYTIP | $2.50 


The melodrama of the hunt and chase is here laid in the china clay pits of Corn- 
wall, where Peter Ackland has been sent to avert a nervous collapse. That he meets up with 
@ spurious political writer, an asthmatic fat man and his beady attendant, members of a new 
party offering political cure-alls, and ends in murder,and danger to himself puts an end to 
any idea of his losing his sanity. Something a bit different here. Crime Club. 
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December 28 3/2¢ 


Doubleday 


Wyndham, John 
THE DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS $2.50 

* After reading this little horror you will toss your innocent geranium out the win- 
dow. The triffids are gigantic plants, mysteriously arrived on earth, which take up their 
roots and walk, searching for men to kill. A terrible celestial incident, which permanent- 
ly blinds the majority of people on earth, helps the belligerent blossoms in their work. 
William Mason, escaping blindness, teams up with a beautiful (sighted) girl and after mis- 
haps and separations in a decaying and de-populated world starts a colony with other pioneers 
as the triffids lean wistfully against the fences. Fast, readable and triffid-ly chilling. 


January 2 


Dutton 


Ernenwein, Leslie 
GUNHAWK HARVEST i $2.50 


Grim and gaunt, this is the story of a family feud in the Concho Basin, with a 
third party ready and waiting to take over all that's left when the gunsmoke clears. Gun- 
hawk Lee Ransome rides in on the Tarborrows and Gillums, evades a designing enemy and helps 
Belle Gillum forget what's happened. Long on action - short on characterization. 


Dutton 


Knight, Clifford 
DEATH OF A BIG SHOT $2.50 

Junior, self-cast as a gangster, is tripped up by his basic rightness when he 
rescues Mary when she is in trouble and falls reluctantly in love. Junior sets out to 
prove her uncle's death, by which she inherited a huge fruit ranch, was murder, that jeal- 
ous relatives are endangering her life, and that two of them are the criminals. Other 
violent deaths, and finally Junior's own, bring about a bloody end, but Mary is saved for 
the right man. Glib, with a touch of toughness, and dependable. 


Macrae-Smith 


Tompkins, Walker A. 
BORDER AMBUSH $2.50 


Hot-paced throughout, the fights in this follow no known Queensbury rules. Star- 
toter, Doug Redding, avenges his brother, Matt's, death, smokes out a skunky outlaw, Tondro, 
from his mountain hiceaway, and winds up by separating his girl from her fake English 
fiance. The characters and setting are colorful. 


January 3 


Garve, Andrew Harper 
NO TEARS FOR HILDA $2.50 


* The dogged defense of George Lambert, a good and gentle man, by Max, his friend, 
when Hilda- George's wife- is found murdered and the lack of evidence of any other suspect 
besides George prompts his arrest by the Yard. Through Max's relentless research, present 
and past, he gets a cumulative and concerted characterization of Hilda, an impossibly ex- 
asperating woman, is led to the romance she had tried to resurrect and the demise she had 
deserved... Bright. 


Blochman, Lawrence G. Lippincott 
RATHER COOL FOR MAYHEM $2.50 


Home from the ETO, Jim Lawrence learns that his old love, Grace, is deciding be- 
tween an erratic, superb but nasty pathologist and a proper, successful and politically 
ambitious business man. The murder of the pathologist drives Grace and Jim to play tag with 
the local police around Blindman's Lake and another killing ties in with genteel blackmail, 
threatening pictures and recordings and telltale prescriptions. Competent, compact and 


OnVincing 
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| January 3 
Benson, Ben M. S. Mill 
ALIBI AT DUSK $2.50 
@ Wade Paris, of the State Police, at odds with the Eastern City force when he at- 


tempts to smash an open and shut case against Hicks, accused of wounding a man and killing 
his wife. Paris, out to prove Hicks a witness rather than a murderer, shows up and cleans 
up the local fixes and vice rackets, makes his investigation stick. Steady. 


January 8 


Briscoe, Birdsall Dutton 
SPURS FROM SAN ISIDRO $3.00 


A Western that attempts, but doesn't quite make it up the ladder and into the 
novel class, this still has nostalgic and descriptive charm for its murder-mystery plot. 
A robbery and the death of his father catapult young artist, Andrew Wales, back to his 
home in Texas in the early summer of 1888. Back-breaking debts seem to saddle him to the 
cow business, but, just when it appears his art career is to be abandoned, he works out a 
solution and nabs the real criminal. A mysterious senora across the border and his fore- 
man's daughter hold down corners in the standard romantic triangulation. It is little 
Jane's ambition for a continuation of Andy's art work that gives her the spot at his side 
in the final scene whose script begins "Dearly beloved..." Certainly adequate. 


Fox, James M. Little, Brown 
THE WHEEL IS FIXED $2.50 


Tagged for the undertaker, Donald Wells (born Richard Bailey) writes the truth 
_ Of his association with the girl Lorna and the swimming pool massacre at Palm Springs. 
@ Hired to break off her association with Mr. Big's son, Bailey learns to know he loves 
Lorna, is willing to take the blame when the son is rubbed out. But Mr. Big is all for 
the old game of torture so that when Bailey and Lorna get away, they are blackspotted 
until Bailey gets a confession from an unexpected source. Brazen - and brutal. 


January 10 


Rigsby, Howard Morrow 
MURDER FOR THE HOLIDAYS $2.50 


Columnist Jack Holiday and his wife, Susan, night club singer, are hosts to a 
dead guest and their combined, and individual, look-see for the killer gets involved with 
San Francisco's highly organized vice-ring. The trail brings a big beat-up for Jack, near 
death for Susan, and admonitions from the FBI, who are out for the top-man in the set-up. 
The bumble-fumble into trouble for a patterned play-off. 


January 11 


Parker, Maude ) Rinehart 
WHICH MRS. TORR? $2.50 


An apprehensive aura for the involvement of lawyer Jim Little in the unadmitted 
enmity between old Mrs. Torr, to whom he is indebted, and young Mrs. Torr, whom he once 
loved. Caught between them, Jim witnesses the attempt to kill old Mrs. Torr, the accidental- 
suicidal death of the younger, and the vindication of a private revenge. The emotional type. 


® eee: 2 


Raine, William MacLeod Houghton, Mifflin 
JINGLING SPURS $2.50 


* This is top drawer fightin' and feudin' in the old Hatfield-McCoy tradition played 
out on the broiling sands of the Southwest desert. Randy Sloan feels the old pull toward 
Julia, daughter of the opposite faction's horse-forking Little Caesar, but finds true love 
with another, after clearing up the Cottrells and winning a railroad contract over his land. 

































November 1, 1950 REPRINTS _ For Decenoer 


BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Eberhart, Mignon G. - ANOTHER WOMAN'S HOUSE Orsborne, Dod - MISSION DANGER 


Foster, Bennett - RIDER OF THE RIFLE ROCK Paul, Elliot - MAYHEM IN B FLAT 
Lee, Edna - THE QUEEN BEE Roosevelt, Eleanor - THIS IS MY STORY 


Mauldin, Bill - A SORT OF SAGA Spinelli, Marcos - THE GREEN FLAMES 


Bantam Giant: - Langley, Adria Lock - A LION IS IN THE STREETS ($.35) 


DELL PUBLISHING (Each $.25) 


Bower, B. M. = PIRATES OF THE RANGE Marshall, Edison - SHAIKAR AND SAFARI 
Cunningham, A. B. - DEATH HAUNTS THE DARK LANE Miller, Helen Topping - DESPERATE ANGEL 
Fox, J. M. - THE INCONVENIENT BRIDE Stone, Hampton - THE CORPSE IN THE CORNER 


Kyne, Peter B. - MONEY TO BURN SALOON 
Wodehouse, P. G. - UNCLE DYNAMITE 


GARDEN CITY PUBLISHING COMPANY for December 4th 


Permabook: Keller, James, M. M. - CAREERS THAT CHANGE YOUR WORLD ($.35) 
THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 
Signets (Each $.25) 
Conrad, Joseph - HEART OF DARKNESS and MacDonald, William Colt - DEAD MAN'S GOLD 
THE SECRET SHARER (12/20) (12/20) 
Engstrand, Stuart - SON OF THE GIANT (12/1) Thomas, Will-LOVE KNOWS NO BARRIERS (12/20) 


Farrell, James T. - SATURDAY NIGHT (12/20) Wakeman, Frederic - THE WASTREL (12/20) 
Faulkner , William - KNIGHT'S GAMBIT (12/1) Wylie, Philip - NIGHT UNTO NIGHT (12/20) 


Mentor: - Shub, David - LENIN ($1.35) 


POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Blake, Nicholas - HEAD OF A TRAVELER Queen, Ellery - TEN DAYS' WONDER 
Brand, Max - HUNTED RIDERS Raine, Wm. MacLeod - ON THE DODGE 


Christie, Agatha - THE CROOKED HOUSE Van Praag, Van - COMBAT 
Marshall, Marguerite Mooers - WILDERNESS NURSE White, Leslie Turner - LORD JOHNNIE 


Pocket Book, Juniors 


Friendlich, Dick - PIVOT MAN Hinkle, Thomas C. - MUSTANG 


Announcing for January 18 


Ferber, Edna Doubleday 
CIMARRON; SHOW BOAT: SO BIG $3.00 - each 


Reissues of these popular, best-welling, well-loved novels. 








@ 
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A DARK HORSE 


November ? 


Roosevelt, Eleanor & Ferris, Helen Doubleday 
PARTNERS- THE UNITED NATIONS AND YOUTH $2.50 


* Though published for the Junior Literary Guild, this book deserves to reach a 
wide adult market of readers concerned in youth and the goal of world unity and peace. An 
example of perfect collaboration, the book combines the intimate knowledge of the goals 
and ramifications of the UN (on the part of Mrs. Roosevelt) and the skillful selectivity 
and editorial judgment and attention to those details of fitting text and pictures for 
which Helen Ferris is noted. The finished book is a perfect tribute to the fifth birthday 
of UN - heartening book in its recognition of the scope of achievement. Here, in human 
terms, is told the story of some of the vast achievements for which U.N. in its many rami- 
fications is responsible, told in terms of youth everywhere, youth in need of receiving 
sustenance. Sustenance not only in nourishing food, in shelter, in schools, in books, in 
new ways of life. But sustenance in restored faith that childhood and youth have a place 
in the world. The stories of children brought back to their families; of homes reestablish- 
ed; of the bridge of friendship between schools and libraries in untouched countries and 
the youth in the shattered war-torn world. Text and pictures are one. Don't miss this. 


For Special Attention 


Off the beaten track and illuminating- Farquharson's CONFESSIONS OF A CHINA HAND (Morrow); 
a book that challenges our thinking, THE LOYALTY OF FREE MEN by Alan Barth (Viking). A 
happy memorial to its creator, THE LADIES, GOD BLESS 'EM! by Helen Hokinson (Dutton). See 
pages following for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL NON-FICTION 


November 21 


Sweezy, Paul & Huberman, Leo- fds. Henry Schuman 
F. 0. MATTHIESSEN $2.50 
(1902-1950) 
A Collective Portrait 


A memorial tribute to the late Harvard professor--author and editor of such not- 
able volumes as American Renaissance, The James Family, the Oxford Book of American Verse. 
Included are two of Professor Matthiessen's essays--The Education of a Socialist and Of 
Crime and Punishment, the latter an evaluation of Dreiser's An American Tragedy--brief 
eulogies by former students of Matthiessen as a teacher and outstanding American scholar, 
a@ critique by Professor Henry N. Smith of the University of Minnesota on Matthiessen's 
American Renaissance, and an article by Mr. Sweezy on Matthiessen's labor and political 
activities. The latter part of the book contains brief statements by friends and associ- 
ates--notably Alfred Kazin, and a preliminary bibliography. 


November 28 


Vietor, Karl i Harvard Univ. Press 
GOETHE THE THINKER $4.00 


An erudite scholar interprets the wisdom of Goethe, his thoughts and reflections 
on the world in which he lived, which serve in some measure to explain his universal genius. 
The author describes first Goethe the scientist, his visual observations of nature, his ap- 
proach and attitudes towards science, his contributions in the varied fields of anatomy, 
botany, optics, geology, etc. The balance of the book considers him in the philosophic and 
artistic spheres. He sees his philosophy as product of his own genius, but discusses the 









{ 
} 
i 
i 







November 1, 1950 Non-fiction -670- 
influence of his contemporaries. He weighs Goethe's ideas on religion, his concepts of 
God, his attitude towards organized Christianity, his theories of the demonic. Later 
sections deal with Goethe's concept of polarity, of history, of man's place in the world. 
Of particular interest to students of criticism is the chapter on aesthetics. A summar- 
izing chapter appraises Goethe's role as genius in his epoch. A deeply perceptive explor- 
ation of Goethe's poetry, writings, recorded conversations, and a literate examination of 
the wellsprings of his genius. Marred by stilted prose, but of considerable value to 


Goethe scholars. 
November 


Greystone 


Thomas, Lowell Jr. 
OUT OF THIS WORLD $3.75 
A prosaic account of the most unprosaic journey of father and son to the chimeric 
land of Shangri-La,- Tibet. Setting out with the necessary permit from the Dalai Lama, the 
famous traveler and radio commentator and his son penetrated far into Tibet to the Holy ~ 
City of Lhasa, where they had an audience with the Dalai Lama, were entertained handsomely 
and talked to ministers and officials. However, of most interest to the reader will be 
the description of the country - isolated for centuries - the flat, high plains (14,000 
feet above sea level), the prayer flags, shrines and monasteries which bristle from the 
country-side, and the people who scorn modern inventions from religious fear of devils, 
who will plow a field zig-zag to crowd a devil into a corner, and yet who will have a bag- 
pipe band which for some mysterious reason, that Mr. Thomas does not investigate, plays 
"Auld Lang Syne" and "Marching Through Georgia". The author intersperses the narrative 
with valuable information about the religion in this feudalistic theocracy, warfare with 
foreign powers such as China and Britain, and success or failure of previous missions to 
Tibet. It is unfortunate that the author utilizes the sterile style of a cinema travel- 
ogue but the subject and Thomas name should result in passable travel and adventure sales 
with a plus for young people. Over 100 fine illustrations - 32 photographs in full color. 


December } 


Corliss, Carlton J. Creative Age 
MAIN LINE OF MID-AMERICA » $4.75 


The Story of the Illinois Central 


The story of the great iron road, serving the entire Mississippi Basin, which 
will reach the century mark next year. As complete as any history of so large a rail sy- 
stem can be, this book covers the entire development of the line, from 1850 when President 
Fillmore signed the "Central Railroad bill", through the first slow expansion in Illinois, 
the Civil War, the era of tremendous industrial expansion following Appomattox, the new 
century, the two world wars, and plans for the future. Great figures connected in one way 
or another with the line were: Lincoln, Douglas, Mark Twain, who piloted one of the Cen- 
tral's steamboats, Stuyvesant Fish, Edward H. Harriman, and the immortal engineer who 
stuck to his throttle--Casey Jones. For all iron horse enthusiasts. 


f 


December 7 


Scott, Barbara Ann Doubleday 
SKATE WITH ME $4 007 
5 
An easy and interesting manual for beginners on ice, written by the recent Olym- 
pics champion from Canada, this contains many practical points for fledglings of all ages. 
Types of skates, the necessity of a correct fit, school figures and free skating techni- 
ques are all taken up, and made clear by diagrammatic action drawings by the Hungarian 
artist, Pranas Lape. Photographs. 
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January 3 


Boyle, George Harper 
THE POOR MAN'S PRAYER $2.50 


A certain sentimental eloquence for the story of Alphonse Desjardins, the French 
Canadian humanitarian of the early 20th century. From a background of poverty he was. never 
to forget, and after the loss of his job as a political recorder and a long illness, Des- 
jardins got the idea of a working man's credit society, started his first Caisse populaire 
with a deposit of ten cents. As the idea spread, and the funds in this commnal savings 
bank accumulated, Desjardins met the skepticism of his wife, the criticism of others, but 
finally with religious and civil backing, secured jthe legislation to protect his bank, and 
within his lifetime these credit unions spread to other communities, other countries, and 
Desjardins was accorded the respect and recognition he deserved. A praise-worthy story, 
to which the handling is not always equal. 


Young, Desmond Brig. Harper 
ROMMEL, The Desert Fox 1/17 $3.50 


Enormously successful in England, this story of Germany's great general has been 
told by a British Army officer who fought against him in Africa and was briefly his prison- 
er. Based on newly discovered personal papers, and first hand interviews with family, 
friends and fellow officers, this biography presents a man who was first and last a soldier. 
Enlivened by enough anecdotal material to relieve it from being wholly a military record, 
the text reveals the basic integrity of the man, the reasons for his personal capacity for 
leadership, the steps by which he became disillusioned with Hitler, and the inevitability 
of his death, once he was identified with the plotters against the regime. For students 
of military tactics, this book is a must. For the average reader- men chiefly- it presents 
a facet of the war on which, inevitably, the records are at second hand. 


Bower, Warren- £d. Lippincott 
HOW TO WRITE FOR PLEASURE AND PROFIT $4.95, 


Long anticipated, this was worth waiting for - as the most comprehensive coverage 
of the subject we have seen. Mr. Bower has brought together a symposium of opinion of peo- 
ple who are not only successful in their various fields, but are able to analyze the basis 
of success. Short story writing - novels- plays- writing for radio- for television- for 
screen, these topics have been presented from innumerable angles, though this does not take 
from the stature of this presentation. But included also are such varied forms as indus- 
trial and educational documentaries, ghost writing, writing of song lyrics, of greeting 
card verse, of jokes and anecdotes,of advertising copy, of business memoranda and reports; 
there are chapters on preparation of manuscripts, on indexing, on copyright procedure, on 
the use of photographs and drawings, on marketing procedure, and so on. Names like Thomas 
Sugrue, Rolfe Humphries, Gorham Munson and many known in the educational world set a high 
standard of sound advice and good writing. 


Weinstock, Matt Morrow 
MUSCATEL AT NOON $2.75 


By the Los Angeles Daily News favorite columnist, this is a casual, catching mis6- 
cellany of people and places and problems, hits a note of human interest, occasional humor 
and an encompassing sympathy. This extends to down and outers and deadbeats, odd birds 
and crackpots, a part-time beachcomber and a streetsweeper, a tubercular and an alcoholic, 
an honest mechanic and a forbearing Judge. There's a problem in household soap disposal 
and the physics involved in bread falling butter side down; there's the last Klondyke- 
Hollywood, and local politics; fathers on Father's Day; a friendly shark; the rehabilita- 
tion of a dog, etc. etc. Of particular interest to his followers, this also has an in- 
cidental appeal for others. 
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January 8 






Albeck, Ula Coward-McCann 
WE TWO $2.00 







Sub-titled "Our First Seven Years", and translated from the Danish, this is a 
short transcript of a mother's feelings for her young daughter verbalizing the many mater- 
nal responses from the first qualms to the first delights to the solidarity of "we two". 
If the older one of us is possibly a little sticky as she eyes wide with wonder her little 
girl, listens to her "soft little baby laughter", there is a certain charm of childhood in 
the conversational interludes which follow as Lona goes through the stages of school, and 
measles, and losing teeth... A fragment, possibly restrictively personal. 










Rapp, Albert Dutton 
THE ORIGINS OF WIT AND HUMOR $2.50 







An entertaining quasi- philosophical-sociological attempt to bring to heel the 
yock and titter. With a few slight bobs to Mr. Bergson and Mr. Freud and the big boys, 
the author equates laughter with the shout of victory as one cave man clipped another on 
the head with a club. Thence the three great "laughter families" - ridicule, wit and 
"suppression laughter". The author examines in turn ridicule - in which the physical vic- 
tory is replaced by a vicarious one, and the observer crows at a victim's black eye in 
remembrance of a victory, deliberate ridicule in which "art" is in evidence, and finally 
humor where ridicule is coupled with affection; wit, a competition or duel expressed in 
riddles, conundrums, puns and repartee; and "suppression laughter" supplying the pleasure 
of "thrashing laughter" against suppressed desires. It is dotted throughout with rather 
painful examples of quips and gags. Withall, however, good reading for the layman and the 
drawings by Ted Kay of Hazel fame are wonderful. Material first appeared in psychological 
journals. 
















January 10 










Farquharson, Ronald Morrow 
CONFESSIONS OF A CHINA HAND $3.00 




















* Something of a comparison is suggested by Carl Crow's 100,000,000 Customers in 
these stories of a salesman's relations with the Chinese, for here the author, representing 
the Imperial Chemical Industries, tells of his experiences from 1924 on in Northern China. 
How his attempt to compete with the Germans won him a friend; his troubles with the lan- 
guage and how his small mastery of it taught him lessons of courtesy; some observations on 
the Japanese in Manchuria; a brush with the plague and an inexplicable mix-up in identities; 
how his servant Ah Fat and a traveling amah taught him more about their people; a picture 
of "cargo-come" day; a meeting with a fantastic war-lord; how newly born twins were saved 
in the middle of warfare...these are his stories which are rich in incident and personal- 
ities. It's a well-told tale of Chinese commercial art from the awkwardness of an appren- 
tice to the finesse of an old hand and it offers a tribute, not only to the Chinese but 
to the British. Good reading. 


January 11 
Wenker, Mary Albert ' Doubleday 
THE ART OF SERVING FOOD ATTRACTIVELY 
a 5 


There will be two major outlets for this book,- professionals in the utterly 
utterly feminine type of tearoom - and not-too-busy housewives who want to impress the 
bridge club or the sewing circle with that extra special touch which adds glamor to the 
refreshments... The rest of us haven't time for more than a very few of the vast number of 

we suggestions for enhancing the appearance, the eye-appeal, of food. In alphabetical order, 
under subject headings, the garnishing details are set forth. Main headings start with 
Appetizers and progress through Beverages, Breads, Cakes and Cookies, Desserts to the more 
substantial departments of Fish, Meat, Pies and Pastries, Salads, Sandwiches - and oddly 
enough at the end- Soups. Then specialties such as Bed Trays, Special Occasions, Plate and 
Platter arrangements. Now and again, the ideas are simple and attractive, and might well 
make mediocre dishes more interesting. But, frankly, there were too many freakish or fancy 

ideas for the average modern housekeeper. 
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January ?? 


Brink, Wellington Macmillan ~ 
BIG HUGH: The Father of Soil Conservation $2.75. 


A tribute to crusading, evangelical Hugh Hammond Bennett, who pioneered for a 
lifetime toward the theory and practical initiation of soil conservation. Plantation born, 
Bennett worked his way through college, was signed up by the Bureau of Soils of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture where for twenty-five years he wrote about, spoke about the need 
for a soil erosion program. Finally in 1933 the Soil Erosion Service was set up- with 
Bennett as its head, and in 1935, with the object lesson of the Dust Bowl, legislation was 
effected, farms were face-lifted, and in the years to follow Bennett and his methods were 
to draw international recognition and imitation... A deserved enthusiasm here still will 
not carry this beyond a special market based on a particular interest and concern. 


Barth, Alan Viking 


The author, an editorial writer on the Washington Post, presents a plea for 
speech not silence, caution not panic, free and unlimited discussion not repression, in 
these days of attacks on national liberty in which loyalty is mistaken for orthodoxy and 
rigid conformity. He shows how, in the cult of loyalty, the hunt for heresy has developed 
and substantiates his thesis by an examination of the investigations of the Committee on 
Un-American Activities, the debits (and credits) of the F.B.I., the Federal Employee- 
Loyalty Program, the techniques of publicity punishment and character assassination, the 
lines of procedure in the Coplon, Chambers-Hiss and other cases, the witch hunting brought 
about by the threat of the CPUSA, the secrecy in scientific circles, the dangers to aca- 
demic freedom, and stresses the piecemeal encroachments on personal freedom all of these 
are breeding. An argument for the eternal vigilance that is the price of liberty, this 
discussion is based on Constitutional principles, long upheld by jurists, and quotes from 
the records for its proof, and makes a clear case against the vitiation of national secur- 
ity through distrust, negativism, and the disregard of procedural safeguards. A thinking 
book well worth reading. 


LATE COMERS 


Hokinson, Helen E. Dutton 
THE LADIES, GOD BLESS ‘EM: $2.75 


* This posthumous collection, which dates from 1928, is a happy memorial to its 
artist and as such is introduced with an appreciation by John Mason Brown and a memoir by 
James Reid Parker, both pieces so fitting and so lovingly delightful there is little more 
that can be said. This timeless portrayal of the American matron will bring smiles rather 
than loud laughter; and a sense of recognition in the gentle rather than harsh caricature. 
The absurd and the affectionate make a happy combination. (Publ.) 


Cobean, Sam Harper 
COBEAN'S NAKED EYE $2.95 


The Vew Yorker cartoonist who has discovered the wolf in every man, the omni- 
presence of embattled womanhood, and the furthest reaches of logic, is here collected for 
the delectation and edification of his many admirers. From long strips, to short spots, 
the illustrations - and sometimes captions - depict everything, from bums and barrooms, to 
dreams and disrobing, psychiatrists and patients, the Salvation Army and sports, irate 
parents and unwed mothers, mediums, floods and night clubs, children, animals, TV, art - 
on and on in ludicrous and nonsensical sharp drawing. One of his favorite themes - the 
undressing optic - appears in many forms, at here and abroad, and as experienced by both 
men and women, and somehow déeesn't stale. The whole is a book in which originality, broad 
humor and ribald fun have their way. (Publ.) 












THE LOYALTY OF FREE MEN/| 22 $3.00 -— 
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Newhall, Nancy, selected and edited by Oxford 
TIME IN NEW ENGLAND $6.00 


* A stunning tribute to the genius of New England - as clean in line and compelling 
as a meeting house steeple leading homeward. With handsome photographs by Paul Strand - 
sea and sky, weatherbeaten houses, fields, snow, woods, details of leaves and flowers, ship 
riggings,a carved tombstone, open and closed doors, fanlights, windows, an old road, trees 
in bloom - and people - the text weaves the story of a way of life. The editor has com- 
piled writings from men and women who have loved and lived in New England - from John Win- 
throp, William Bradford, Anne Bradstreet, the author of the New England Primer, Roger 
Williams, Jonathan Edwards, through Samuel Adams, Paul Revere, Abigail Adams, to R.W. Emer- 
son, Thoreau, Melville, Emily Dickinson, Hawthorne, Henry Adams, Amy Lowell, Van Wyck 
Brooks, and even Sacco and Vanzetti. A reliable gift item for Christmas. 


Inverarity, Robert Bruce University of California 
ART OF THE NORTHWEST COAST INDIANS $10.00 


A handsome volume illustrating the art of the Indian tribes of the Northwest coast 
of America. Beginning with a very brief sociological study of the northern, middle and 
southern tribes, the bulk of the book is concerned with descriptive text and photographs of 
the art forms. Baskets, masks, totem poles, household and ceremonial utensils - all re- 
flect a primitive vitality with a sophistication of design. The text includes remarks about 
primitive art in general and the specific use of symbols in the objects discussed. For a 


special art audience. 


Read, Grantly Dick Vanguard 
THE BIRTH OF A CHILD $1.50 


A further re-statement of his Childbirth Without Fear, which has been a steady 


seller since its original appearance some years ago (Harper), this gets together in book 
form some lectures, articles and case histories on the "transfigured" as against the tor- 
tured delivery. Here again is the argument that labor was not meant to be painful, that 
fear is the greatest cause of tension- and therefore pain, and with a discussion of the 
mechanism of labor, he shows how the proper education and approach can minimize pain and 
produce a highly satisfying experience. For believers and converts, and the success of 
the first indicates there are quite a few, although the material here is slim. (Publ.) 


SPECIAL NOTICE- Wo Advance Material on 


Winston Churchill's THE HINGE OF FATE, Vol. IV of his history of World War II, is 
scheduled for November 27th - Houghton, Mifflin - price $5 or $6. 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Emrich, D.- fd. - COMSTOCK BONANZA- from 10/20 to 11/9 (Vanguard) 
Bakeless, John- THE EYES OF DISCOVERY- from 10/25 to 11/15 (Lippincott) 
Fowlie, Wallace- AGE OF SURREALISM- from 11/1 to 11/15 (Morrow-Swallow) 
Hovey & Reynolds- THE PRACTICAL BOOK OF FOOD SHOPPING- from 11/1 to 11/22 
(Lippincott) 
Van Riper, C.- TEACHING YOUR CHILD TO TALK- definite price $2.00 (Harper) 
Rice, Elmer- SEVEN PLAYS- definite date 11/20 (Viking) 
Tracy, T.H.- THE BOOK OF THE POODLE- definite date 11/24 (Viking) 
Streeseman, Adele- YOU'RE HUMAN, TOO- from 10/20 to 11/17 (Coward-McCann) 
Waldeck, R.G.- EUROPE BETWEEN THE ACTS- from 11/22 to 1/11/51- price from 
$3.00 to $3.50 (Doubleday) 





